This talk discusses the interactions between word and sentence prosody in Kagoshima Japanese by analyzing how presence or absence of focus affects the accent patterns determined at the lexical level.
Seen differently, Type A words involve a pitch fall, whereas Type B words do not. This distinction is preserved in short as well as long words. These two accent patterns are realized in the domain of 'bunsetsu', or the basic syntactic phrase consisting of a content word with or without one or more grammatical particles. However, sentence-final particles like the question particle ka and assertive particle do are placed outside the domain of this tone assignment. The difference between grammatical and sentence-final particles is illustrated in (1), where high pitch and syllable boundaries are denoted by capital letters and dots, respectively. { } indicates the domain of tone assignment. This focus-triggered phenomenon is subject to two phonological conditions: (i) the element preceding the sentence-final particle must be a Type B word like /ki.TA/ and /na.KA/ in (2), and (ii) this Type B word itself must not be focused. This paper discusses these phonological constraints and some implications of this domain expansion phenomenon beyond Kagoshima Japanese.
